present perfect continuous 



(form) 



affirmative 




1/ You /We /They 
He /She /It 


have ('ve) been 
has ('s) 


watching TV. 






negative 




1/ You /We /They 
He / She / It 


have not (haven't) been studying. 

has not (hasn't) 



questions 

Have I / you / we / they been working? 
Has he /she /it 



short answers 

Yes, I / we / they have. No, I / we / they haven't. 
Yes, he / she / it has. No, he / she / it hasn't. 



(USE) 



e 



We use present perfect continuous to talk about actions in progress from the past up to the present 
(often with for or since). 

We Ve been studying Russian for three years. 

I've been doing homework since five o'clock. 

The action may be recently finished or continuing. 

They've been waiting for an hour. You're late. (The waiting is finished.) 
They've been waiting for an hour and he still isn't here. (The waiting continues.) 

We sometimes use the present prefect continuous to emphasise an action repeated many times, or the 
length of time of an action. 

I've been phoning you all day Where were you? 

He's been feeling ill for over a week and he isn't getting better. 

present perfect simple or continuous? 

When we refer to the duration of an action or situation, there is often very little difference in meaning 
between the present perfect simple and present perfect continuous. 

How long have you worked I been working here? 

I've worked I been working here for five years. 

The tense we use often depends on where we want to focus - on the activity itself or the result of the 
action. 

'Why are your hands dirty'? 'I've been fixing my bike', (focus on the activity) 

'You look pleased. ' 'Yes, I've fixed my bike. ' (focus on the finished result). 

If the result of an action is a quantity (how much or how many) we do not use the continuous form. 
I've done three exercises so far. NOT I'v e b ee n doing thr ee -exerdses so far 
They've been saving for a year and they've saved over a thousand pounds. 

We do not usually use the continuous form with verbs which refer to states (eg to be, to want, to have, etc) 
I've had a cold for the last week. NOT I'v e b ee n having a cold for the last we e k. 
You've been depressed since Christmas. NOT You've b ee n b e ing d e press e d .. . 



Use the prompts to write present perfect continuous sentences. 

a James / write e-mails / since this morning i«!Mi.Ms.J?£M 

b She / teach / for ten years 

c We / not tell / lies to you! 

d My parents / shop / for furniture 

e Juan / not do / his homework 

f It / not rain / for long 

g Mariella / buy new clothes 

h I / read this book / for weeks! 

i They / talk / for hours 

j You / not clean / your room! 






2 Use the prompts to write present perfect continuous questions. Then write short answers. 

a you / study for the exam? Yes 

Have j$gu he^ey. ,3^d^^,S9£..^^..MBB?. X&hlh$y&;-. 

b How long / they / live in Hong Kong? Three years 

c she / wait / long? No 



d they / practise / the piano? Yes 



e How long / he / playing that game? Two hours 



f you / sit / there all day? No 



g How long / it / snow? Half an hour 



h he / eat / chocolate? Yes 



3 Underline the correct form. 

I a learned / 've learned / 've been learning to play the guitar since Christmas because my parents b bought 

I have bought / have been buying me one as a present. I c always wanted I 've always wanted / 've always 

been wanting to be in a band but I can't sing. My teacher 

d was I has been / has been being very patient. 1 e started / 

We started I 've been starting with a few simple chords and 

now I can play one song. My fingers f hurt / 've hurt / 've 

been hurting when I practise too long. Today I g practise 

I 've practised / 've been practising since lunch and I 

think I'll have to stop soon. My parents h listened / have 

listened / have been listening to me and I think they want 

me to stop as well! 
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asking questions - past 






yes I no questions 
was / were + subject + etc 



Was 
Were 


he 
they 


at the party? 
on time? 


Yes, he was. 1 No, he wasn 't. 
Yes, they were. /No, they weren't 


was I were 


+ subject + 


verb + etc 


Was 
Were 


she 
they 


waiting for you? 
working? 


Yes, she was. 1 No, she wasn't. 
Yes, they were. 1 No, they weren 't 



did + subject + 


verb + etc 






n 


Did it 
Did you 


rain on your holiday? Yes, it did. 1 No, it didn 't 
see the film? Yes, 1 did. / No, 1 didn't. 


have / has + subject + 


verb + etc 












Have 
Has 



you 
Jane 



been here before? 
phoned? 



Yes, I have. /No, ! haven't. 
Yes, she has. / No, she hasn't. 



questions with what, why, when, where, how, who 
question word + was I were + subject + etc 



When 
Where 


was she 
were the boys 


at school? 

yesterday? 


She was at school ten years ago. 
They were at home. 


question word 


+ was / were + subject + 


etc 


m 


What 

Where 


was she 
were the boys 


doing there? 
going at 18.00? 


She was watching a tennis match. 
They were going to the park. 



question word + did + 



What time 

Why 

What 



did 
did 
did 



subject + verb + etc 

John 

he 
you 




tea ve the class? He left at 1 0. 00. 

say that? He said it because he was angry. 

tell them? I told them it was unacceptable. 



question word + has I have + subject + verb + etc 



Which train 

Who 

What 



has 

have 

has 



she taken? She's taken the 08.00 train, 

you seen? I haven't seen anyone, 

he done this time? He's had an accident. 



Sometimes we need to ask questions where the question word is the subject. 

John phoned someone. Someone phoned John. 

I 
object 



Who did John phone? 



subject 
Who phoned John? 



In this type of question you cannot use did. 
Who helped you? NOT Who did help you? 
How many people came? NOT How many people did com e ? 
Which computer went wrong? NOT Which computer did go wrong? 



1 Put the words in order to make a question. 
a last where for your go did you holiday ? 



b long you were holiday for how on ? 



c travel how did there you ? 



d for who paid holiday the ? 

e it to how long did get there take ? 



f you did have meals your where ? 
g at who did the you meet airport ? 
h the what did hotel think you of ? 



i you do the what did evenings in ? 



2 Complete the gaps with did, was or were. 

a ,ii!££& you at school yesterday? 

b you go to school yesterday? 

c When the last time you went on holiday? 

d Where Pete and Sue last night? 

Mr Green angry about the broken window? 

f there any calls for me? 

g it raining when you left home this morning? 

h you see the film on TV last night? 

i Who you meet at the party? 

j there anyone you knew at the party? 
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3 Change each sentence into a question using the words in brackets. 

a The book was under the table, (where) 

^tre, i^as ^We, booY. ? 

b The keys were in his pocket, (where) 

7 

c He bought a new bicycle, (what) 

? 

d They studied for three hours, (how long) 

? 

e They went to school by bike, (how) 

? 

f They played tennis every day. (how often) 

7 

g She had soup for lunch, (what) 

? 

h A thief stole his watch, (who) 

_ 7 

i They talked about their homework after the class, (when) 

7 

j Jean was happy about the results, (who) 



4 Write questions with How long using the present perfect simple. 

a you / play / for the football team . .H°# J.o.K^^^^ Sootb^lk&afa 1 

b he / know / about this problem 7 

c she / be / student / at the college ? 

d you / want / change subjects 7 

e he / be / interested / in religion *? 

f he / have / a motorbike ? 

5 Use the prompts to write present perfect questions for the answers. 

a what / do / your hair 

WM+. haytf.. .tpu .doM-.Ao__ijpur,Wa.ir_ ? i' ve had it cut. 

b what / he / do / leg 

? He had an accident and broke it. 

c what / happen / bus 

? I don't know. It's very late. 

d who / you / invite / party 

? Just a few friends. 

e where / 1 / leave / my MP3 player 

? It's over there. 

f why / you / change / computer settings 

? It's easier to use. 

g how much / homework / you / do 
J) ? About half of it. 







Use the prompts to write questions for the answers. 

a How many P^ppl^..^ 

The Titanic was carrying over 2,200 people when it left Southampton. 
b How fast ..,., , r „. ...... 

The Titanic was going at 22.5 knots when it hit the iceberg. 
c Where 

The Carpathia was travelling from New York to Europe when the disaster happened, 
d Who 

A reporter and his wife were travelling on the Carpathia. 
e What 

As they were travelling back to New York they interviewed the survivors. 
f When 

As the Carpathia was entering the harbour the reporter threw his notes to a colleague. 
g What 

The dock reporters sent the story to the newspaper. 




EXTENSION ACTIVITY 



Write five yes I no questions and five 
question word questions about a famous 
event that happened last year. 
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